Iliac vessel injuries.
Trauma to the iliac vasculature continues to pose a significant challenge to management. In several large series, mortality for penetrating injuries is reported as approaching 40%. Uncontrollable hemorrhage originating from an anatomically inaccessible source and multiple associated injuries often contribute to this high mortality rate. This article discusses the current existing management strategies and the controversial role of PTFE in vascular reconstruction within a contaminated field. Concomitant injuries to the enteric viscera and genitourinary system are also addressed. Postoperative management including anticoagulation and the complications of liberal fasciotomy are mentioned. The evolving role of endovascular therapy as an adjunctive modality in the armamentarium of the trauma surgeon is also presented briefly.